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Thank you very much for attending “ Spring Concert” this evening.

Nippon Music Foundation celebrated its 30th Anniversary in 2004,
and more than 10 years have passed since we started the “Acquisition
and Loan of Stringed Instruments’ program, one of the Foundation’s
main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come to own 18
Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of the world
cultural assets maintains these precious instruments for future
generations and loans them gratis to young promising musicians
regardless of their nationalities.

The Georgian-born violinist Ms. Lisa Batiashvili, who plays the
Stradivarius 1709 violin “Engleman” on loan from the Foundation
since 2001, sprang to international attention in 1995 when she won the
second prize as the youngest competitor at the highly esteemed
Sibelius Violin Competition. She has since established a distinguished
position among the world' s foremost young musicians.

Ms. Viviane Hagner, who plays the Stradivarius 1717 violin
“Sasserno” on loan from the Foundation since 1999, made her
international debut at the age of 13 at the historical “joint concert” of
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra and the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Zubin Mehta. Since then, she has been highly
acclaimed not only by audience and critics, but by such world-
renowned violinist as Pinchas Zukerman.

The pianist Ms. Yumiko Urabe lives in Munich where Ms.
Batiashvili also resides, and they frequently perform together
throughout Europe. Ms. Urabe flew to Japan specially for the
concert this evening, being asked by both violinists. We hope you
will enjoy their outstanding performance.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.

M akoto K obayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation
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Jean-Marie Leclair, a Barogue composer, violinist, and dancer was
from alarge family of musicians and lacemakersin Lyons, France. He
studied composition and violin in Turin, Italy, and returned to France
to settle in Paris. In 1733, he was named ‘ordinaire de la musique’ by
Louis XV. He resigned the position two years later and performed
under the patronage of various courts in the Netherlands and France.
His music was strongly influenced by Italian models, especially
Vivaldi, though it has its own distinct character. Today, Leclair is
known as a founder of the French school of violin playing, and is
renowned for many sonatas for violin and keyboard. In addition to
these accompanied sonatas, he published a set of 6 sonatas for two
unaccompanied violins in 1730, which have remained one of the
cornerstones of the works for two violins.
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As a German composer and pianist, Robert Schumann was one of the
driving forces of the young Romantic movement in Germany. He
displayed multiple talents also as critic, and music journalist,
introducing new composers and their works. The three violin sonatas,
along with the F.A .E. Sonata which he composed with Albert Dietrich
and Johannes Brahms for violinist, Joseph Joachim, were all written
during the period 1851-1853. These works are his master piecesin his
late years. Sonatain A minor appears to be simple and well illustrates
his Romanticism in good harmony with piano. The official premiere
was by Clara Schumann and Ferdinand David in 1852.
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Maurice Ravel
(1875-1937)
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Maurice Ravel, a composer and pianist, is considered as a great
French musical Impressionist, along with Debussy. He was influenced
by Debussy, but also by the music of Russia, Spain and the jazz music
of the United States. Sonatain G mgjor is characterised by the second
movement entitled “Blues’ reflecting his interest in the growth of jazz
in Paris cafe and nightclubs during the 1920s. The first performance
was given in Paris, in 1927 by Romanian violinist Georges Enesco
with Ravel at the piano. In Ravel’s lifetime, this was his only known
sonata for violin and piano; but in 1897 he had composed a one-
movement sonata, the ‘Sonate posthume’, which remained
unperformed and unpublished until 1975.
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Louis Spohr was a prominent German violinist, composer, and
conductor. When he was fifteen, he joined the ducal orchestra and by
1822, became a court conductor in Kassel. As a composer, Spohr was
prolific and wrote music in al genres. Spohr began composing duos
during the mid-1790s. The three op.67 duos, which belong to his third
compositional period starting from 1824, are said to be genuine
masterpieces which require high techniques for violinists the same as
those in the concertos. Spohr was a noted violinist as the basis for the
German school of violin playing, and invented the chin-rest for the
violin. He was aso a significant conductor, being one of the pioneers
of conducting with a baton.
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Lisa Batiashvili (violin)

The Georgian-born violinist Lisa Batiashvili sprang to international
attention with her unprecedented success in the 1995 Sibelius
Competition in Helsinki where, as the youngest competitor aged 16,
she won the second prize. Since then an exceptional career has
blossomed, alongside studies with Prof. Ana Chumachenco at the
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich — Lisa Batiashvili's
home city since 1994 - and with Prof. Mark Lubotski at the University
of Music in Hamburg.

It is already several years since Batiashvili made her debuts at the
Ravinia Festival with Christoph Eschenbach and the Chicago
Symphony. Her debut recitals elicited overwhelming approval from
public and critics alike. BBC Music Magazine nominated her
performance in London as the most outstanding debut of the year. She
is a graduate of the BBC's “New Generation Artists’ programme, in
conjunction with which she made a debut recital CD for EMI. This
CD was selected as one of the best CDs of 2001 by BBC Music
Magazine.

Batiashvili has performed with some of the finest orchestras such as
the Chicago Symphony, Roya Concertgebouw, Czech Philharmonic,
St. Petersburg Philharmonic and Berlin Philharmonic among others,
with such renowned conductors as Christoph Eschenbach, Lorin
Maazel and Vladimir Ashkenazy. She made her New Y ork debut with
New York Philharmonic in March 2005 with Lorin Maazel. In July
2006 she will appear at the Salzburg Festival.

Lisa Batiashvili performs on the Stradivarius 1709 violin “Engleman”
on loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Viviane Hagner (violin)

Born in Munich, Germany, Viviane Hagner made her international
debut at the age of thirteen with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Zubin Mehta at the legendary 1990 “joint concert* of
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra and the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestrain Tel Aviv.

Today, she stands as one of the most sought-after violinists of her
generation and has appeared with the world's great orchestras
including the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, the Staatskapelle Berlin,
the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, the Bavarian State Orchestra and
the BBC National Orchestra of Wales under conductors such as
Claudio Abbado, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Daniel Barenboim and
Richard Hickox.

Recent concert highlights include performances of the Brahms double
concerto with Yo-Y o Ma and the orchestra of the National Arts Centre
of Canada.

Hagner is the first-prize winner of the 2000 Young Concert Artists
International Auditions, and the recipient of 2004 Borletti-Buitoni
Trust Award. She regularly appears at various international festivals
including the Salzburg Easter Festival and Ravinia.

Also, she frequently performs with her sister, pianist Nicole Hagner
and has recorded a debut album for EMI Classics together.

Viviane Hagner performs on Stradivarius 1717 “Sasserno” violin on
loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Yumiko Urabe (piano)

Y umiko Urabe was born in Fukuoka (Japan) and studied at the Tokyo
National University of Fine Arts and Music with Toshiko Katsutani
and Hiroshi Tamura. In 1984 she moved to Europe and studied at the
University of Music and Performing Arts Munich with Klaus Schilde.
Urabe was laureate of various international piano competitions such as
Cittadi Marsala (Italy), Jose Iturbi (Spain) and GPA Dublin (Ireland).
Based in Germany, while she was an official accompanist of the ARD
Competition in Munich and the Leopold Mozart International Violin
Competition in Augsburg, she also appeared at various music
festivals. Since 1988 she is teaching at the University of Music and
Performing Arts Munich and is active as a much demanded chamber
music partner of famous soloists, such as Ana Chumachenco.
Numerous recordings for European radio stations as well as CDs with
cellist Tatjana Vassilieva (Naxos) and flutist Andras Adorjan
(Traversieres) testify her artistry.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1709 violin “ Engleman”
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This violin was once owned by the family of a naval officer
Commander Young until his death in World War 11. The Young
family had retained possession of the violin for almost 150 years,
which is reflected in its superior condition. Nippon Music Foundation
acquired this violin from an American amateur violinist and collector
Ephraim Engleman, hence the name “Engleman”.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1717 violin “ Sasserno”
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The name of this violin is taken from a French owner in 1845, Comte
de Sasserno. In 1894, it was acquired by aviolinist Otto Peiniger, who
in turn sold it to Pickering Phipps, owner of a well-known brewery in
England. In 1906, this violin was passed into the hands of an English
industrialist John Summers and was well-preserved in his family for

93 years.
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