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TIVRAL - J0vik Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)
N=I- >zl Baal Shem (1923)

W=FrS1E-DGPY - X=b=Dz1V
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

TrPAXIY -VFR FBIE A RA ER4A7 [H04V V]
Violin Sonata No.9 in A major, Op.47 “Kreutzer” (1803)

|. Adagio sostenuto—-Presto
Il. Andante con variazioni
Ill. Presto

Je+ )b - D=5 F—  Richard Wagner (1813-1883)

ovywyzr Romanza (C1840)
2U9yY « HSAAS— Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962)
ZBODELH. BOED Liebesleid, Liebesfreud (1905)
1k, B [ VRS LTS ) César Franck (1822-1890)

SrA AV -VFAR AKHA Violin Sonata in A major (1886)

I. Allegretto ben moderato Il. Allegro
lll. Recitativo — Fantasia IV. Allegretto poco mosso
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About the Program

Kyoko Takezawa

It is my great pleasure that | have been given the
privilege to play the extraordinary Antonio Stradivarius
1735 “Samazeuilh” generously loaned by Nippon
Music Foundation for my concerts, especially during
the recital tour celebrating the 30th anniversary of my
debut.

In compiling tonight’s program, | have given thoughts
to fully present the characteristics of “Samazeuilh”. |
feel that this instrument has the combined
attractiveness of Stradivarius and Guarneri del Gesu;
together with its noble aura, it allows me to play with
extensive expressions, from the very deep powerful
and captivating lower register to the middle register
which reminds of a human voice, and to the bright yet
warm higher register. This violin, respectfully kept by
collectors, has just reached the moment of awakening,
and its potential is limitless.

As the core of tonight’s program, Beethoven’s
“Kreutzer” sonata, the masterpiece of violin sonatas,
and Franck’s sonata show variety of expressions and
colors this violin can demonstrate. The beginning of
the program, “Baal Shem”, is an intimate and spiritual
prayer written by the Jewish composer Bloch, which
presents the greatest beauty of “Samazeuilh” through
its lower register and rich sound. The pieces by
Wagner and Kreisler display the subtleties of romantic
human emotions. | hope you will enjoy them with the
human voice-like sound of “Samazeuilh”.
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Stradivarius 1735 Violin “Samazeuilh”
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This violin was brought from Italy to France by Tarisio in
1836, and was owned by the Comte de Chaponay of
Lyon. At the end of the 19th century, it was passed to
W.E.Hill & Sons of London, who sold it to violinist Arthur
Hartmann (1881-1956) in 1901. By 1909 it had been
acquired by the French Samazeuilh family, hence the
name “Samazeuilh”. Virtuoso Mischa Elman (1891-1967),
who came to possess the violin in 1923, considered it in
a letter written in 1926 ‘one of the best Stradivarius
instruments for tone quality’. The inscription on its label
records its maker’s age of 91 years. In August 2017,
Nippon Music Foundation acquired this violin with a
substantial contribution from Mr. and Mrs. Okamoto in
Japan and support from The Nippon Foundation.
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Kyoko Takezawa (violin)
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Kyoko Takezawa started violin at the age of three. After
studying at Toho Gakuen Music High School, she went on to
study at The Juilliard. In 1986, she won the International
Violin Competition of Indianapolis. She has performed with
such prominent orchestras as the New York Philharmonic,
the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the London Symphony
Orchestra, the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra and the
Orchestre National de Lyon. Amongst many distinguished
conductors, she has performed with Kurt Masur, Zubin
Mehta, Charles Dutoit, Sir Colin Davis and Seiji Ozawa. She
frequently appears in music festivals such as the Aspen and
the Lucerne and served as a member of jury at competitions
including the Menuhin Competition and the Long-Thibaud-
Crespin Competition. She plays the Stradivarius 1735 Violin
“Samazeuilh” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation.



I0 B
Akira Eguchi (piano)
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Akira Eguchi received a degree in Music Composition from
the Tokyo University of the Arts and Master’s Degree in
Piano Performance from The Juilliard. He has studied with
Herbert Stessin, Samuel Sanders, Hitoshi Toyama, Akiko
Kanazawa etc. He has performed at such prestigious
venues as Carnegie Hall, Musikverein and Barbican Centre.
In great demand as a chamber musician, Akira Eguchi has
performed at the Aspen, Ravinia, and Newport festivals in
the United States and Pacific in Japan, the Japan Festival in
London, and the Verbier Festival in Switzerland, La Folle
Journee in France. More than 40 discs are available from
Deutsche Grammophon, Philips, Denon, Marquis Classics,
Victor, IDC, BMG, Kosei publishing, Canary/Vanguard,
AVEX, Octavia, and NYS Classics. He serves as a guest
professor at Senzoku Gakuen Music College and as an
Associate Professor at Tokyo National University of the Arts.
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About Nippon Music Foundation

Nippon Music Foundation was established in March
1974 with the objective to "enhance music culture" in
Japan. In 1994, the Foundation started the "Instrument
Loan Project" to make greater contributions towards
the field of classical music worldwide by loaning the
top quality stringed instruments.

The Foundation now owns 21 stringed instruments (15
Stradivarius violins, 1 viola, 3 cellos and 2 Guarneri del
Gesu violins) and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians and internationally-active musicians
regardless of their nationalities. Furthermore, as the
custodian of these world cultural assets, the
Foundation is committed to maintaining them for
future generations. The Foundation organizes a
number of concerts worldwide to provide opportunities
for many people to fully enjoy the timbre of the superb
instruments. One of the Foundation’s symbolic concert
series “Encounter with Stradivari” features more than
10 Stradivarius instruments and their players.

The Foundation’s activities are made possible by the
generous support of The Nippon Foundation.
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BEWEDHEE :
NFEEAN BAEEME
T107-0052 RR#FMAX KRR T B2HF25
Akasaka 1-2-2, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 Japan
Tel. (03)6229-5566 Fax. (03)6229-5570
https://www.nmf.or.jo Email : info@nmf.or.jp



