Benjamin Beilman
Violin Recital

©Giorgia Bertazzi

Wednesday, 21 June 2017
Hamarikyu Asahi Hall, Tokyo

I Presented by

EHASZE

INIPPON MUSICFOUNDATION

Supported by

. JEIK

o/ [
THE NIPPON
FOUNDATION




hLED

INYYP Iy - RAWNYY TrAFVY - UHFA R A
CTHRBOCICE, BICHDUDEDTSO&E T,

BASEMEE. B 20 BFZDALC 1994 FLY. £5
Vv oOBREBULCEREME L TESESSE RO
L&Ellco ARSTA4 TP UDRI8HE. 7Y -T-
VIR2H=RBL, BREESITEET 5 —RODBERY
EFELEERIC, BREZHOITEETESL L E T, &
fo. BROUEBE S HLDON S INSDESSZ RN
EIBICH, BEEELTREICBOLTVE T,

$Bﬁﬁ%mtﬁ<@ I EFEORZ1—3—OUTOES
B5FZ8K(CTHYIEY - S RIVE @E%&U&%@%é@
kuw®bﬂ,%b<%%é%%LMbDLN/JV

«4»7/T@07XUb$%®N4w7/ﬁ\ﬂ)OE%
VEUA-IEBREEIVO—). BEDOYSIV Y —k
=74 RAVBEBA—T 43> (NY) TOBBEAIFD.
FERZERAKXIT DT 7 AUV ZRFD—ATY, BFFE 12 B
(CRRSTATPUDRNII09ERTPA XYY [T2T)
YV OESHBEBL TR NAIYVICE>THDFE
BES XLTEBATOYHAAILTE2—ERBUET,

MEOIVH - TREEICERICBIRAIDEP ZX k-,
MIGEL., WRZERFEEZELICR,. ZEBNORHEMRE
=D, 1986 FE 8 O@F v IV RF—EHEREEIV O —
VT FIOBPIORBEHES IBENE LI LI
EERBYREREZE HT TOE T,

BABRHMEOEEXIE. BEAMEOZEICLYRBLTOE
To COBEHEBY L TESMELBLLEFET,



Greetings

Thank you very much for attending “Benjamin Beilman Violin
Recital” this evening.

In 1994 commemorating the 20th anniversary, Nippon Music
Foundation launched the “Instrument Loan Project” through
which the Foundation has strived to make international
contributions. The Foundation now owns 18 Stradivarius and
2 Guarneri del Gesu, and loans them gratis to internationally
active musicians and young promising musicians regardless
of their nationalities.

Tonight, we present American violinist Benjamin Beilman,
who newly joined as a recipient of our Foundation’s
instrument approved by the Instrument Loan Committee
chaired by Sir Simon Rattle at the Committee Meeting
held last September in New York. The 2010 winner of both
Montreal International Musical Competition and the Young
Concert Artists International Auditions (NY), Benjamin is
recognized as one of the most distinguished violinists among
new generation. This will be his debut recital in Japan and
also the first appearance at the Foundation’s concert since
the loan of Stradivarius 1709 Violin “Engleman” started last
December.

The pianist Eri Hayashi,who regularly appears at our
concerts, studied at the Toho Gakuen College, where
she was an accompanist of the string department after
graduation. In 1986, she won the Best Accompanist Prize
for the Cello Section of the 8th International Tchaikovsky
Competition and continues to be active performing with
distinguished soloists.

The Foundation would like to take this opportunity to express
our sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their
generous support to make our activities possible.



PROGRAM
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(1922 & -1927 )

Maurice Ravel (1875 - 1937)

Violin Sonata No.2 in G major (1922 - 1927)

I. Allegretto
Il. Blues. Moderato

Ill. Perpetuum mobile. Allegro
(18 min)

LAY - vFr—FxoH (18544 - 1928 &)
DPAZIY - JFAR (1914 &£8)
Leos Janacek (1854 - 1928)

Violin Sonata (around 1914)
. Con moto Il. Ballada

lll. Allegretto IV. Adagio
(19 min)

235V 2=\l (1797 & - 1828 &)
ERE/LS0V K 0% D.895 Op.70 (1826 &)
Franz Schubert (1797 - 1828)
Rondo Brillant in B minor, D.895 Op.70 (1826)
(14 min)
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For Tonight’s Program

Benjamin Beilman

To celebrate the generous loan of the “Engleman”
Stradivarius from the Nippon Music Foundation, | chose
works that, in addition to forming a diverse and compelling
musical experience, would showcase the unique attributes
of this extraordinary instrument. In the six months since first
meeting this violin, | have become enamored with the gutsy
lower register, clarion E string, and enormous breadth of
color across all ranges. The three works on this evening’s
program should serve as the ideal conduits to showcase the
strengths of the violin.



Maurice Ravel, inspired by the melting pot of cultures
and traditions in Paris of the 1920s, incorporates baroque
gestures, pentatonic scales, and Jazz riffs into his Sonata for
Violin and Piano. The middle movement Blues was inspired
by jazz cafes that were all the rage in Paris. The violinist
impersonates the rhythm section of a jazz band through
playful pizzicato. After handing off the strumming to the
piano, the violinist reappears as the lead singer of the band
(think Billie Holiday) to whisper, hum, sing, belt, and finally
walil all the way to the very end.

While Ravel’'s sonata draws from ancient, exotic, and global
musical influences, Leo§ Janacek’s is singularly focused
on the speech patterns and folk tunes from the villages in
his native Moravia. Composed just seven years prior to
the Ravel, Janacek’s violin sonata is episodic and bursting
with strained eruptions from both instruments. The Ballada
movement is the solitary moment of relative calm in this
sonata, alternating between mournful sobbing and a dreamy,
ethereal strumming section.

Composed at the beginning of the famously industrious final
year of Franz Schubert’s life, the Rondo Brillant in B minor
D.895 remains one of the most technically demanding works
in the violin repertoire. The work opens with a stately prologue
marked by double-dotted chords in the piano and upward
flourishes in the violin. As with all of Schubert’s masterpieces,
the never ending struggle to balance two opposing forces
makes his music so potent; articulated versus legato, major
vs. minor, meta vs. micro, extroverted vs. introverted, piano
and violin lock together in a virtuosic battle that marks this
work as one of Western Music’s greatest accomplishments.
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Benjamin Beilman (violin)

Born in 1989, Benjamin Beilman studied at the Music
Institute of Chicago as well as the Curtis Institute of Music
with Ida Kavafian and Pamela Frank. He went on to further
study at the Kronberg Academy with Christian Tetzlaff. His
international career was launched after winning two first prizes
in 2010 at the Montreal International Musical Competition
and the Young Concert Artists International Auditions in
New York. In 2014, he was chosen as a fellowship of
London’s prestigious Borletti-Buitoni Trust which supports
outstanding young musicians. He was also recognized as
the young promising musician by the Washington Post, the
New York Times, and the Strad magazine. He has performed
with notable conductors and orchestras including Sir Neville
Marriner, Yannick Nézet-Séguin, the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra and the London
Philharmonic Orchestra. He also performed at the Louvre and
the Wigmore Hall, as well as the Marlboro Music Festival,
Music@Menlo (California) and the Verbier Festival. His debut
album “Spectrum” was released from Warner Classics in
March 2016.

He has been playing the Stradivarius 1709 Violin “Engleman”
on loan from Nippon Music Foundation since December
2016.
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Eri Hayashi (piano)
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Born in Tokyo, Eri Hayashi began studying the piano at
the age of four. She won a Diploma of Merit at the Junior
Division of the Eastern Japan Regional Competition of the
31st All-Japan Student Music Competition in 1977. After
graduating from the Toho Gakuen Music High School, she
studied at the Toho Gakuen School of Music, where she was
an accompanist of the string department for two years after
graduation. In 1986, she won the Best Accompanist Prize
for the Cello Section of the 8th International Tchaikovsky
Competition. From the same year, she has served as an
official accompanist of the Violin Section of the International
Music Competition in Japan. In 1991, she studied with Walter
Nothas in Munich. She is also active in chamber music
performing with many famous soloists such as the cellist
Steven Isserlis and the violinists Viviane Hagner, Pavel
Berman, and Tsugio Tokunaga, and has made CDs and
NHK-FM radio recordings together with the members of
the NHK Symphony Orchestra. She is currently a resident
performer at the Toho Gakuen School of Music.
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Stradivarius 1709 Violin “Engleman”
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This violin was once owned by the family of a naval officer
Commander Young until his death in the World War Il. The
Young family had retained possession of the violin for almost
150 years, which is reflected in its superior condition. Nippon
Music Foundation acquired it from an American amateur
violinist and collector Ephraim Engleman, hence the name

“Engleman’”.
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