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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending “Veronika Eberle Violin
Recital”.

Nippon Music Foundation was established in 1974 with
the objective to “enhance music culture” in Japan. At the
20th anniversary, the Foundation started the “Instrument
Loan Project” through which the Foundation has strived
to make universal contributions by loaning the top quality
stringed instruments acquired by the Foundation. The
Foundation now owns 18 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del
Gesu, and as the custodian of these world cultural assets,
maintains them for future generations and loans them
gratis to internationally-active musicians regardless of their
nationalities.

Since 2009, Veronika Eberle has been playing the
Stradivarius 1700 Violin “Dragonetti” on loan from the
Foundation. Based in Munich, she is active performing
worldwide making herself one of the most promising violinists
of her generation. In Japan, she has performed with the
NHK Symphony Orchestra and also joined the Foundation’s
concert together with Danjulo Ishizaka (cello) and Martin
Helmchen (piano) in 2012. However, this will be her very first
violin recital in Japan.

The pianist Ms. Yumiko Urabe brings young talents to the
world of music at the University of Music and Performing
Arts Munich together with Prof. Ana Chumachenco, the most
highly acclaimed teacher in the field of violin education and
a member of the Foundation’s Instrument Loan Committee.
She performs regularly with Prof. Chumachenco’s favourite
students including Veronika, Lisa Batiashvili and Arabella
Miho Steinbacher.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous
support to make this recital possible.
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Franz Peter Schubert
(1797 - 1828)
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Sonatina for Violin and Piano in G minor
Op. 137 No. 3 D408
(1816)

I. Allegro moderato Il. Andante

IIl. Menuetto, Allegro IV. Allegro
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Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
(1840 - 1893)
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“Scherzo” in C minor and “Mélodie” in E-flat major
from “Souvenir d'un lieu cher” Op. 42
(1878)
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Johannes Brahms
(1833 - 1897)

TrPAZFIY - VFR EI3E 4587 ER 108
Violin Sonata No. 3 in D minor, Op. 108
(1888)

[. Allegro

Il. Adagio

[ll. Un poco presto con sentimento
IV. Presto agitato
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Franz Peter Schubert
(1797 - 1828)
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Sonatina for Violin and Piano in G minor
Op. 137 No. 3 D408
(1816)
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Schubert was born to a parish schoolmaster father in Vienna
in 1797. He learned violin from his father and piano from his
brother, and later joined the Imperial Court Chapel where
he learned organ, singing and harmonics. At 11, his brilliant
singing talent brought him the opportunity to continue
studying singing, orchestra, harmonics and composition
under Antonio Salieri (1750-1825) at the Imperial and Royal
City College. After completing his studies, he began teaching
at his father’s school, but in 1816 when he turned 19, he quit
teaching to concentrate on composing. It was in this year,
which became the turning point of his life, that he wrote three
sonatinas including this piece. Among nearly 1,000 works
written in his short life of 31 years, there are only 6 works for
violin and piano.
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(1840 - 1893)
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“Scherzo” in C minor and “Mélodie” in E-flat major

from “Souvenir d'un lieu cher” Op. 42

(1878)
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Tchaikovsky is considered as one of the great composers
of Russia. Although he showed his musical talent in his
childhood, he could not obtain the family’s understanding
and was made to study at a law school. After graduation,
he worked in the Ministry of Justice while keeping his
deep interest in music. In 1862 immediately after the St.
Petersburg Conservatory was established, he enrolled in
the conservatory to study composition and left the Ministry
the following year to devote himself to music. He composed
a variety of works including the three ballets “Swan Lake”,
“Sleeping Beauty”, “Nutcracker”, operas, symphonies,
concertos and chamber music. “Souvenir d'un lieu cher”
(Memory of a dear place) consists of “Meditation”, “Scherzo”
and “Mélodie”, and it was presented to his benefactress
Nadezhda von Meck. It is said that the “dear place” refers to
Brailovo in Ukraine. It was in the estate of von Meck in that
place that Tchaikovsky completed this work.
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Violin Sonata No. 3 in D minor, Op. 108
(1888)
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Brahms is one of the great German composers along with
Bach and Beethoven. He was well acquainted with the
Baroque and the Classical styles so that his works in the
Romantic music style quite reflect these traditional structures
and techniques. Having learned piano at seven, he started
composing in his early teen. He often asked for advice
from his friend and the virtuoso violinist Joseph Joachim
(1831-1907) when composing for the stringed instruments
including the famous violin concerto in D major and the
double concerto for violin and cello. Brahms composed this
last sonata on the banks of Lake Thun, Switzerland in 1888.
It was premiered in Budapest in December 1888 by the
Hungarian violinist Jené Hubay (1858-1937) and Brahms
himself on the piano.
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Veronika Eberle (violin)

Veronika Eberle was born in Donauworth, Southern Germany
in 1988. She began taking violin lessons at six and studied
under Olga Voitava as a junior student at the Richard Strauss
Konservatorium in Munich. Since 2001, she has been
studying under Ana Chumachenco at the University of Music
and Performing Arts Munich.

She was the winner of the Yfrah Neaman International
Competition in Mainz in 2003. She received the Audience
Awards at the Schleswig-Holstein and the Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern Festivals. She made her debut at ten and has
performed with the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra with Sir
Simon Rattle, the Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra
with Paavo Jarvi, the Bamberg Symphony Orchestra with
Jonathan Nott, the Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich and the
Prague Symphony Orchestra. In 2011, she made her first
appearance with the New York Philharmonic under the
baton of Alan Gilbert and performed with Daniel Harding
and the Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra. Recently she
performed with the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra and the
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in Amsterdam.

Since 2010, as an artist of BBC Radio 3’s “New Generation
Artists” program, she has been performing and recording
with the BBC orchestras.

She has been playing the Stradivarius 1700 Violin
“Dragonetti” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation since
2009.
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Yumiko Urabe (piano)
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Yumiko Urabe studied with Toshiko Katsutani and Hiroshi
Tamura at the Tokyo University of the Arts and with Klaus
Schilde at the University of Music and Performing Arts
Munich. She is a laureate of competitions such as Citta di
Marsala (Italy), José lturbi (Spain), GPA Dublin (Ireland)
and Hindemith (Germany). She has been a korrepetitor
of instrumental classes at the University of Music and
Performing Arts Munich since 1988 and became a professor
in 2006. As a chamber musician, she has performed with Ana
Chumachenco and Lisa Batiashvili among others. She has
been an official accompanist of the ARD Music Competition,
the Leopold Mozart International Violin Competition and the
Kronberg Academy. She has performed over many years
with Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi in his master class at the Kirishima
International Music Festival. Other music festivals she has
joined include the Affinis and the Schleswig-Holstein. CDs
recorded with cellist Tatjana Vassilieva and flutist Andras
Adorjan testify her artistry.
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Stradivarius 1700 Violin “Dragonetti”
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This violin is one of the very few instruments which still
retains its original neck. Its name was taken from the owner,
Domenico Dragonetti (1763-1846), the Italian virtuoso
double bass player. Dragonetti formed a large collection
of double basses, violins, cellos, harps and guitars. Just
prior to the Foundation’s acquisition, this violin was played
throughout the world by the renowned violinist, Frank Peter
Zimmermann (1965-).
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