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We gratefully accept donations from those who wish to support the activities of

the Sasakawa Music Foundation.

Cover Photo: Stradivarius 1736 Violin “Muntz”
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Sasakawa Music Foundation was established in March 1974 with the objective of
enhancing music culture in Japan. The “Instrument Loan Project” was launched in 1994,
and since then, the Foundation has continued to make international contributions to the
field of classical music by loaning top-quality string instruments. (In December 2025, the
Foundation was renamed from the Nippon Music Foundation to the Sasakawa Music Foundation.)

The Foundation currently owns 21 world-class string instruments (15 Stradivarius
violins, 1 viola, 3 cellos, and 2 Guarneri del Gesu violins), and loans them free of charge to
promising young musicians and internationally active musicians, regardless of nationality.
At the same time, as the custodian of these world-class string instruments which are
regarded as cultural treasures, the Foundation is committed to preserving and maintaining
them for future generations. Additionally, the Foundation organizes concerts in Japan and
abroad featuring musicians who have received instrument loans, providing audiences the
opportunities to experience the timbre of these exceptional instruments. Among these,
the “Encounter with Stradivari” concerts, which bring together more than ten Stradivarius
instruments and their performers, are unparalleled anywhere in the world.

The Foundation’s activities are made possible through the generous support of The
Nippon Foundation.
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Projects

Instrument Loan Project

With the aim of promoting classical music worldwide, the
Foundation loans its Stradivarius and Guarneri del Gesu
instruments free of charge to promising young musicians and
internationally active musicians, regardless of nationality.
The Instrument Loan Project primarily consists of two types of loans:
loans of up to seven years for musicians aged 35 or under (for
string quartets, an average age of 40 or under), and loans of less than
one year available to musicians of all ages.

For detailed information on eligibility requirements, application procedures,
and the selection process, please visit the Foundation’s website.

36 years old or under as of
Eligibility 1 September of the application year Must have a specific purpose
(Quartet: Average age 40 or under) of activities
(e.g. Recording, Competition,
Anniversary/Special/Debut concert, etc.)

Performing
mainly in Japan

Loan Period 2-7 years Upto 1year

Preservation and Maintenance of Instruments

The string instruments owned by the Foundation were made approximately 300 years ago
and are regarded as world-class cultural treasures. As their custodian, the Foundation is
committed to preserving them for future generations.

The Foundation carefully considers all repairs, maintenance, and adjustments to

the instruments. Regular maintenance and necessary repairs are carried out by the
Foundation’s designated workshops, which are highly skilled in handling fine instruments.
In addition, the Foundation insures the instruments and provides loan recipients with ATA
Carnets to facilitate smooth customs procedures, ensuring that the loaned instruments
can be safely transported.
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Concerts

The Foundation organizes concerts in
Japan and abroad to offer a wide audience
with the opportunity to enjoy the sound

of Stradivarius and Guarneri del Gesu
instruments.

These include a variety of concerts, such as
the “Encounter with Stradivari” concerts,
which bring together more than ten
Stradivarius instruments and their loan

recipients, as well as various concerts 18 September 2025
. . . Suntory Hall, Blue Rose, Tokyo
presented in collaboration with other ©Rikimaru Hotta

organizations.

Grant Projects for the Promotion of Music Culture

The Foundation provides grants to exceptional music projects with high public value,
supporting the promotion and development of music culture.

Lunch Time Concert

The Foundation regularly holds the “Lunch Time Concerts” at The Nippon Foundation
building on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. These concerts provide
young musicians with concert experience, while also offering local community audiences
the opportunity to casually enjoy live music of various genres up close, contributing to the
enhancement and advancement of local music culture.
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on its official YouTube channel. We hope you enjoy!
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Instruments Owned by the Sasakawa Music Foundation

Photo: Stradivarius 1714 Violin “Dolphin”

Stradivarius | RFZF1T7UIR

Paganini Quartet

1680 Violin “Paganini”

1727 Violin “Paganini”

1731 Viola “Paganini”

1736 Cello “Paganini”

[IRAZ—=- 7T V]

Violin

1700 Violin “Dragonetti”

[FZT %74

1702 Violin“Lord Newlands”

[B—F-Z2—-F>X]

1708 Violin “Huggins”

[/Frz]

1709 Violin “Engleman”

[Z>on<r]

1710 Violin “Camposelice”

[HrRe)—F=z]

1714 Violin “Dolphin” [F74>]
1715 Violin “Joachim” IEP4="NI|
1716 Violin “Booth” [7—x]
1717 Violin “Sasserno” [H+ti/]
1722 Violin “Jupiter” [YaEsy—]
1725 Violin “Wilhelmj” [T1L~ILg ]
1735 Violin “Samazeuilh” [H<x12]
1736 Violin “Muntz” [£v]

Cello

1696 Cello “Lord Aylesford”

[B—F-PALRT7+—F]

1730 Cello “Feuermann”

[Zr1T7=>]

Guarneri del Gesu | Z7)L%-FIL-

1736 Violin “Muntz”

[ LY ]

1740 Violin “Ysaye”

[1451]

Instruments

Sasakawa Music Foundation
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Stradivarius

Paganini Quartet
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Stradivarius

Paganini Quartet

This is one of only six remaining sets of quartets compiled with Antonio Stradivari’s
(1644-1737) instruments known to exist today. All the instruments of this quartet
were once owned by the legendary violinist Niccolo Paganini (1782-1840) during
the 19th century. The Foundation acquired this quartet from the Corcoran Gallery
of Arts in Washington, D.C. in 1994 and loans them as a set succeeding the will of
Madam Anna E. Clark who donated the quartet to the Corcoran Gallery.
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Stradivarius

Dragonetti

1700 Violin
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Stradivarius 1700 Violin

Dragonetti

This violin is one of the very few instruments which still retains its original neck.

It was named after its previous owner Domenico Dragonetti (1763-1846), the
Italian virtuoso double bass player. Dragonetti formed a large collection of double
basses, violins, cellos, harps and guitars. Just prior to the Foundation’s acquisition,
this violin was played throughout the world by renowned violinist, Frank Peter
Zimmermann (1965-).
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Stradivarius

[.ord Newlands

1702 Violin
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| e S Stradivarius 1702 Violin

Lord Newlands

This violin was named after the owner, Lord Newlands (1825-1906) of England,
\ . e who treasured it throughout his life. While this violin was in the care of W.E.Hill &
’ ; N\ : > Sons of London between 1964 and 1982, it was exhibited at the CINOA Exhibit of
] Bath in 1973 as the most outstanding violin in the Hill Collection. It is known not
\ : ,. only for its excellent condition, but also its sound quality. The legendary virtuoso
\ violinist Isaac Stern (1920-2001), who once played this violin, said that he felt the
“ ) — ' same power from it as his del Gesu violins.
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Stradivarius
Huggins

1708 Violin
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Stradivarius 1708 Violin

Huggins

This violin was once owned by the celebrated French violinmaker and dealer Jean-
Baptiste Vuillaume. Around 1880, it was sold to W.E.Hill & Sons by the dealer Zack
of Vienna and soon after acquired by the English astronomer, Sir William Huggins
(1824-1910) who kept it until his death, hence the name “Huggins”. In 1997,

The Foundation started to loan this violin to the First Prize winner of The Queen
Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium until the following violin
session in order to support the Competition and young promising players.
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Stradivarius

Engleman

1709 Violin
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Stradivarius 1709 Violin

Engleman

This violin was once owned by the family of the U.S. Naval officer Commander
Young, until his death in World War Il. The Young family kept this violin with

great care for almost 150 years, which is reflected in its superior condition. The
Foundation acquired it from an American amateur violinist and Clinical Professor of
Medicine, Dr. Ephraim Engleman, hence the name “Engleman”.
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Stradivarius

Camposelice

1710 Violin
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Stradivarius 1710 Violin

Camposelice

\ ' The name of this violin is derived from a previous owner, the Duke of Camposelice,
h : ' who was an excellent amateur musician and well-known Stradivarius collector in
_ , (= . France in the 1880s. In 1937, this violin was exhibited at the prestigious Cremona

| Exhibition by its then-owner Dr. Kihne, as part of his collection of instruments. The
Foundation acquired it from the family of a Belgian amateur player who kept the
violin with great care for over 30 years.
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Dolphin

Stradivarius

1714 Violin
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Stradivarius 1714 Violin

Dolphin

This violin is recognized as one of the top three violins made by Stradivari along
with the 1715 “Alard” and the 1716 “Messiah”. George Hart, its owner in the 1860s
who was an instrument dealer in London, named the violin “Dolphin” as its striking
appearance and the rich varnish on the back reminded him of the brilliant changing
colours of the graceful dolphin. This instrument was also once owned and played
by the world-famous virtuoso Jascha Heifetz (1901-1987).
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Stradivarius

Joachim

1715 Violin
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i ‘ S ——— \ Stradivarius 1715 Violin

| | i — Joachim

This violin is one of three 1715 violins once owned by the famed Hungarian violinist,
Joseph Joachim (1831-1907). It was later bequeathed to Joachim’s great-niece
Adela d’Aranyi, who was a violinist and pupil of Joachim. Therefore, it is also known
as “Joachim-Aranyi”. The Violin had since remained in the possession of Adela’s
family until it was acquired by the Foundation.

( ¥
\
\
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Stradivarius

Booth

1716 Violin
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Stradivarius 1716 Violin

Booth

The name “Booth” was taken from its previous owner Mrs. Booth of England. She
purchased the violin around 1855 from Jean-Baptiste Vuillaume (1798-1875),

the celebrated French violinmaker and dealer, to form a quartet of Stradivari
instruments for her two sons who showed considerable talent. In 1931, the violin
was passed into the hands of Mischa Mischakoff (1895-1981), a celebrated
American violinist, and in 1961, it became part of the Henry Hottinger Collection in
New York. The violin is well known for its excellent quality of tone, power, and good
state of preservation.
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Stradivarius

Sasserno

" 1717 Violin :
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Stradivarius 1717 Violin

Sasserno

The name of this violin was taken from Comte de Sasserno, a French owner in 1845.
In 1894, it was acquired by Mr. Pickering Phipps, owner of a well-known brewery
in England. In 1906, this violin was passed into the hands of the British industrialist
Henry Summers. It was well-preserved in his family for 93 years, which is reflected
in its preservation of much of the original varnish and overall excellent condition.
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Stradivarius
Jupiter

1722 Violin
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Stradivarius 1722 Violin

Jupiter

It is believed that the English collector James Goding named this violin “Jupiter” in
the early 1800s. Throughout its history, it has been passed down through numerous
well-known collectors including the Duke of Camposelice, W.E. Hill & Sons and an
amateur violinist and Clinical Professor of Medicine, Dr. Ephraim Engleman. It was in
the caring hands of those who appreciated its quality over many years. This helped
it retain much of its original varnish and is therefore a well-preserved example of
Stradivari’s work.
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Stradivarius

Wilhelmj

1725 Violin
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Stradivarius 1725 Violin

Wilhelmj

The name of this violin is derived from a renowned German violinist August
Wilhelmj (1845-1908), who possessed it for about 30 years from 1866. Wilhelm);
is also well known for “Air on the G string”, his arrangement of one of J.5.Bach’s
orchestral works. This violin was his favourite among many precious violins he
owned. He parted with “Wilhelmj” in his fifties, as he made the decision to “quit
when at my best”. This instrument is a very handsome and typical example of
Stradivari’s work, and has a good reputation for its tone quality.
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Stradivarius

Samazeuilh

1735 Violin
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Stradivarius 1735 Violin

Samazeuilh

In 1836, the instrument dealer Luigi Tarisio (1796-1854) brought this violin to
France from Italy. By 1909, it had been acquired by the Samazeuilh family, hence
the name “Samazeuilh”. The virtuoso Mischa Elman (1891-1967), who came to
possess the violin in 1923, wrote of it in a letter in 1926 considering it as “one of the
best Stradivarius Instruments for tone quality”. The inscription on its label records
its maker’s age of 91 years. In August 2017, The Foundation acquired this violin with
a substantial contribution from a benefactor in Japan and support from The Nippon
Foundation.

Instruments Sasakawa Music Foundation | 37




Stradivarius

Muntz

1736 Violin
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Stradivarius 1736 Violin

Muntz

This violin takes its name from a famous collector and amateur violinist, H.M. Muntz
of Birmingham, England, who owned it from 1874. It is known to be one of the last
instruments made by Stradivari, who passed away in 1737. The label attached to
this instrument bears an Italian inscription, “d’anni 92 (92 years old)”, handwritten

by Stradivari himself. It has a first-class reputation for its excellent condition and
tonal quality.
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Lord Aylesford

Stradivarius

1696 Cello
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Stradivarius 1696 Cello

Lord Aylesford

This cello was once owned by a well-known amateur player, Lord Aylesford of
England, hence its name “Lord Aylesford”. He acquired this cello in the early 1780s
from the famous Italian violinist Felice de Giardini (1716-1796) and it was retained
in the Aylesford family for almost 100 years. In 1946 it was passed into the hands
of the world-renowned cellist Gregor Piatigorsky (1903-1976) who resided in
Philadelphia, USA. In the years between 1950 and 1965, internationally acclaimed
cellist Janos Starker (1924-2013) played it in numerous concerts and made 35
recordings.

Instruments Sasakawa Music Foundation | 41




Stradivarius

Feuermann
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Stradivarius 1730 Cello
Feuermann

It is estimated that only about 50 cellos made by Antonio Stradivari remain today.
This cello is known for its relatively slim body compared to a standard size cello.
Emanuel Feuermann (1902-1942), one of the greatest cellists of his time owned this
cello from 1939 and performed and recorded with it throughout the world until his
death, hence the name “Feuermann”.
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Guarneri del Gesu

Muntz

1736 Violin
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Guarneri del Gesu 1736 Violin

Muntz

This violin was made by Bartolomeo Giuseppe Guarneri, known as Guarneri del
Gesu (1698-1744), a distinguished violinmaker comparable to Antonio Stradivari.
The addition of “del Gesu” (“of Jesus”) comes from the monogram IHS symbolizing
Jesus Christ that appears on his label. This violin is known as “Muntz” from its
ownership by the same Muntz family as the Stradivarius 1736 Violin.

Instruments Sasakawa Music Foundation | 45




Guarneri del Gesu

Ysaye

1740 Violin
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Guarneri del Gesu 1740 Violin

Ysaye

This violin bears the name “Ysaye” from the Belgian violinist Eugene Ysaye (1858-
1931). Inside the violin there is an inscription written in French with red ink, that
reads “This del Gesu was the faithful companion of my career. Ysaye 1928”. It is well
known for having taken part in the procession of Ysaye’s state funeral, being carried
on a pillow in front of the virtuoso’s coffin. From 1965, it was owned by the world
renowned virtuoso violinist Isaac Stern (1920-2001). The Foundation purchased
“Ysaye” in 1998, and Stern continued to play it throughout his life.

74 - [
- i

1A EZE
Ysaye's State Funeral
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Stradivarius “Paganini Quartet”

Goldmund Quartet

1680 Violin

Paganini”

Pinchas Adt

1727 Violin

“Paganini”

Florian Schotz

1731 Viola “Paganini”

Christoph Vandory

1736 Cello “Paganini”

Raphael Paratore

Stradivarius

1700 Violin

“Dragonetti”

Jake Dongyoung Shim

Stradivarius

1702 Violin

“Lord Newlands”

Yasuko Ohtani
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Stradivarius 1708 Violin “Huggins” Dmytro Udovychenko
Stradivarius 1709 Violin “Engleman” Boha Moon
Stradivarius 1710 Violin “Camposelice” Sergej Krylov
Stradivarius 1714 Violin “Dolphin” Timothy Chooi
Stradivarius 1715 Violin “Joachim” Risa Hokamura
Stradivarius 1716 Violin “Booth” —

Stradivarius 1717 Violin “Sasserno” Fumika Mohri
Stradivarius 1722 Violin “Jupiter” Giuseppe Gibboni
Stradivarius 1725 Violin “Wilhelmj” Mayumi Kanagawa
Stradivarius 1735 Violin “Samazeuilh” Lun Li
Stradivarius 1736 Violin “Muntz” Rino Yoshimoto

AN T T 7 IR

17308 FxO [7417<)
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Stradivarius

1696 Cello “Lord Aylesford”

Zlatomir Fung

Stradivarius

1730 Cello “Feuermann”

Michiaki Ueno
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Guarnerius del Gesu 1736 Violin “Muntz”

Tsukushi Sasaki
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Guarnerius del Gesu 1740 Violin “Ysaye”

Benjamin Beilman

]

(=]

Please visit our website for the latest information
on our current Instrument Loan Recipients.

Curren Loan Recipients
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Violin

Kenichiro Aiso

Eiji Arai

Andrey Baranov
Lisa Batiashvili
Pavel Berman

Ray Chen

Stella Chen

Junko Chiba
Andrew Dawes
Maria Duenas
Veronika Eberle
Julia Fischer

Vilde Frang

Hamao Fujiwara
Karen Gomyo

Ryu Goto

Viviane Hagner
Koichiro Harada
Yuzuko Horigome
Geza Hosszu-Legocky
Judith Ingolfsson
Yuki Manuela Janke
Mayuko Kamio

Eiko Kano

Daishin Kashimoto
lkuko Kawai
Tamaki Kawakubo
Sergey Khachatryan

Suyoen Kim
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Mayu Kishima
Hibiki Kobayashi
Youjin Lee

Ji Young Lim

Wei Liu

Hina Maeda
Hiroka Matsumoto
Ulisse Mazzon
Anne Akiko Meyers
Shion Minami
Shlomo Mintz
Fumiaki Miura
Koji Morishita
Kota Nagahara
Yasuko Ohtani
Akiko Ono
Manrico Padovani
Alina Pogostkina
Svetlin Roussev
Shunske Sato
Erik Schumann
Machiko Shimada
Sayaka Shoji
Baiba Skride

Arabella Miho Steinbacher

Issac Stern
Hyun-Su Shin
Akiko Suwanai

Radoslaw Szulc

Koshiro Takeuchi
Kyoko Takezawa
Takeshi Takezawa
Nozomi Terasawa
Naho Uemura
Miyo Umezu
Reiko Watanabe
Kazuhito Yamane
Kanako Yanagida
Toru Yasunaga
Kyoko Yoshida
Minami Yoshida (MINAMI)
Angelo Xiang Yu
Nikolaj Znaider

Pinchas Zukerman

Cello

Pablo Ferrandez
Ryoichi Fujimori
Danjulo Ishizaka
Steven Isserlis
Josef Karlicek
Camille Thomas

Gen Yokosaka

Quartet [1st Violin/ 2nd Violin / Viola / Cello]

Hagen Quartet [Lukas Hagen / Rainer Schmidt / Veronika Hagen / Clemens Hagen]
Kuss Quartet [Jana Kuss / Oliver Wille / William Coleman / Mikayel Hakhnazaryan]
Quartetto di Cremona [Cristiano Gualco / Paolo Andreoli / Simone Gramaglia / Giovanni Scaglion]

Tokyo String Quartet
[Martin Beaver, Mikhail Kopelman / Kikuei Ikeda / Kazuhide Isomura / Clive Greensmith, Sadao Harada]

The Foundation’s 50th Anniversary Concert “Encounter with Stradivari”

3 September 2024 Kioi Hall, Tokyo
©Rikimaru Hotta
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Trustees

President
Managing Director

Trustees

Auditors

Counselors

Naoki Aikawa
Kayo Aizawa
Hiroaki Fujii
Yuichi lwano
Yayoi Komatsu
Yoko Makino
Noriko Murakami
Takafumi Sato
Miyuki Sihraishi
Mai Yoshino

As of January 2026 (Alphabetical order)

Tamio Kano
Reiko Ishikawa
Yosuke Ishikawa

Seiji Choki Professor Emeritus at the University of Tokyo, Music Critic

Toshihiko Fukui President of the Canon Institute for Global Studies

Shinichiro Ito Senior Advisor of ANA Holdings INC.

Izumi Kadono Professor Emeritus at The Seisen University, Advisor of The Tokyo Foundation
Junko Kawamura Honorary Researcher of National Institute for Educational Policy Research

Former President of Japan Arts Council

Ichiro Nodaira Composer, Pianist, President of Tokyo College of Music

Kazuki Sawa Violinist, President of Japan Federation of Musicians,
President of Foundation for Cultural Heritage and Art Research
Yasuhiro Ishikura Executive Director of The Japan Science Society

Sadahiko Yoshimura Certified Public Accountant

Professor Emeritus at Keio University

Executive Director of The Nippon Foundation

Adviser to The Japan Foundation

President & CEO of Jitsugyo no Nihon Sha, Ltd., Music Journalist

Director of The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo

Professor Emeritus at Seijo University

Movie Producer, Writer

Chairperson of Financial Instruments Mediation Assistance Center

Musicologist, Music Critic, Professor at Musashino Art University

Trustee of Musée Ando a Karuizawa, NHK Radio French Language Course Lecturer

Instrument Loan Committee

Count Yvan de Launoit

Mari Fujiwara

President of the Queen Elisabeth Competition, Belgium
Cellist

Sir Clive Gillinson, CBE  Executive and Artistic Director of Carnegie Hall

Koichiro Harada

Shinichiro Ikebe
Kim Kashkashian

Ida Kavafian
Jonathan Nott

Dmitry Sitkovetsky

Violinist, Specially Appointed Professor at Toho Gakuen School of Music and Tokyo College of Music
Faculty at the Manhattan School of Music

Composer

Violist, Professor of Chamber Music at New England Conservatory of Music

Artistic Director Music for Food

Violinist, Violist, Nina von Maltzahn Chair in Violin Studies at The Curtis Institute of Music
Conductor

Violinist, Conductor, Arranger

Grant Project Committee

Kenji Kaneko
Tsutomu Nasuda
Tamiko Ogura
Shunichi Shibata
Junko Shibatsuji

Music Critic

Music Critic

Music Journalist, Lecturer at Musashino Academia Musicae
Program Officer of Japan Arts Council, Former Producer at NHK
Music Critic
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