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Thank you very much for attending “ Autumn with Shunsuke Sato”
concert this evening.

Nippon Music Foundation owns 20 top quality stringed instruments
(18 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu), and as a custodian of the
world cultural assets, the Foundation maintains these instruments for
future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

Stradivarius 1725 “Wilhelmj” violin has been on loan to Mr.
Shunsuke Sato since 2001. At the age of twenty, Mr. Sato has already
received international acclaims for his outstanding artistry. Having
studied under renowned professors both in the United States and Japan
including the late Ms. Dorothy Del.ay who was a member of the
Foundation’s Instrument Loan Committee, Mr. Sato now livesin Paris
to further develop his musical career. Mr. Sato was one of the
important performers at the Foundation's concerts, “Age of
Stradivarius” in Tokyo in November 2003 and “Easter with
Stradivarius’ in Salzburg in April 2004 during the Salzburg Easter
Festival. The pianist Mr. Takashi Sato, who performs frequently with
Mr. Shunsuke Sato, is also among the top musicians of his generation.
We hope you will enjoy the beautiful timbre produced by the two
young gifted artists.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.

M akoto K obayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation
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Robert Russell Bennett
(1894-1981)
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A Song Sonata
(1947)
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Robert Russell Bennett was born in Kansas City and died in New
York. He is noted for orchestrations for Broadway musicals, such as
“Show Boat”, “Oklahoma!”, “The King and I”, “My Fair Lady” and
“The Sound of Music” among many others. It is said that Bennett
raised the status of orchestrators to equal that of authors and
composers of musicals. He also composed fine symphonies, concertos
and chamber music, although small in number. Among them, Jascha
Heifetz, one of the greatest violinists of the 20th century, recorded this
“A Song Sonata’” .
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Claude Debussy
(1862-1918)
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Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 3in G minor
(1917)
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This sonata is the last work composed by Claude Debussy, who died
from cancer in the following year. Debussy intended to compose six
sonatas for various instruments, and managed to write “Sonata for
Cédllo and Piano”, “Sonata for Flute, Violaand Harp” and this “ Sonata
for Violin and Piano”. The first performance of this sonata was given
in May 1917 by a violinist Gaston Poulet with Debussy at the piano.
The performance was repeated in September in the same year, and it
was the last time that Debussy was seen in public.

Mr. Shunsuke Sato is now studying under Professor Gerard Poulet, the
son of Gaston Poulet.
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Eugene Ysaye
(1858-1931)
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Sonata for Solo Violin No5in G major
Op. 27-5
(1924)
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A legendary Belgian violinist Eugene Y saye showed his talent also in
composition. His works for violin require the highest standard of
performing technique. Among these, “Six Sonatas for Solo Violin” are
considered to be the most prominent pieces. Each of the six sonatas
was dedicated to the leading violinists of his period, including Joseph
Szigeti and Fritz Kreisler. “Sonata No. 5" was written for Ysaye's
pupil Mathieu Crickboom.

Nippon Music Foundation owns Guarneri del Gesu 1740 violin
“Ysaye”, which had been played and described by Ysaye as his
“faithful companion”, and was later owned by Isaac Stern. Since
1997, the Foundation has slated Stradivarius violin “Huggins’ to the
grand-prize winner of the Queen Elisabeth International Competition
Belgium (originally called Concours International Eugene Y saye),
which was established in 1937 by Her Majesty who deeply
appreciated Y saye’ s contributions to the music world.
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L udwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)
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Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 3 in E-flat major
Op. 12-3
(ca. 1797-98)
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Among Beethoven’s 10 violin sonatas, the first three including this
“Sonata No. 3" were dedicated to Antonio Salieri. In 1792, Beethoven
arrived in Vienna, the city that was to be his home for the rest of his
life, to study under Haydn and other renowned composers. The
Imperial Kapellmeister Antonio Salieri generously offered free tuition
to poor young musicians, and Beethoven was one of those pupils who
learned composition of vocal music from him. Since the exact dates
are not clear as to when Salieri’s guidance took place, it is possible
that the three sonatas were dedicated previously as a courtesy present
to the man who then dominated the music society of Vienna. These
early sonatas are considered to be much influenced by Mozart, who
was also a pupil of Salieri. However, “Sonata No.3” shows the
beginning of Beethoven's innovative composition style.



Ry (Y7441 )

“

g |
~=f

1984 FFHFET N 2 TY 74 4 ) Y &IHD, i - B RIUER,
TEHAE, FU - FLOERICHTF. 20K, V2T —FF
WL ALy VT - Fay— - 71 LA, NI I hiigE
L7zo H—F 4 AEREZRET, HEZI ) HEEEICTY
S—) - TF—LDH L THHBEZIEATN S,

1995 4EI2 10T 74 I 7NV 7 4 TEEH Em LT — 4
AFFFEa— FRITHEIZIEHR ERESTZ2—T—2 D
XYy Z A —b  T—FAAIDPSDOTEEZITL LI
Tolze TNFETICEKREEMMKES, A Y —1) ¥ FIHH., ¥ —
FFWHE, =2—3 =27 RS, V) T7y=T— Y - h—F1—
el EMBLIREEEZIIT WS, 2000 4EICIZ Y v FaT— -
ILFY AN - TF—=TNTA TV arb [ FREEFEVFEE ]
ZE L7

\

A+

INEFTIRIIV Y - FYa P VRBERL I AV 5B
VT PVREBEE R ET XY AENOEZL BRI = AT &
WD), Y7 bRFNVTIVT © T 4 N—F = —253BA
Hl. 7727 7V MRGERERER. N4 TV 7k 2885 1.
< Y AF—WBIGEREM L b Fa v - I3 v T,
TLIY U F— FIM)7, JLY— - FVFL7, JYRANT7—-
RTTy Pl vo o ER LIRS L DA R L. Sz
ZITTE& T,

N

AAEFIZHWOEHE 7227 VLT, 7V —X - 4 A PSR
TrAF) e vFFE MOk E FI-La—NEfT o7,

BUE, HAEEBHA»OHEGENTWEA NI T4 T 7 ) TR
1725 4E8 > A A )V [ 4 WALV ZHHLTW A,



Shunsuke Sato (violin)

Born in Tokyo in 1984, Mr. Shunsuke Sato received his first violin
lessons at the age of two. Due to his father’s doctorate study at
the University of Pennsylvania, he moved to the United States where
he studied under Chin Kim, and soon thereafter in the pre-college
programs at The Juilliard School under the late Dorothy Delay and
Masao Kawasaki, followed by the study at the Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia. Currently, Mr. Sato studies under Gerard
Poulet at the Conservatoire National de Region in Paris.

Mr. Sato has received scholarships from the National Federation of
Music Clubs, the Starling Foundation, the Surdna Foundation, the
Japanese-American Association of New York City and the Lillian-
Gordon Hardy Endowment. Most notably, he is the youngest artist to
have received professional support from Young Concert Artists in
New York at the age of twelve. In 2000, he was awarded "The Y outh
of the Year" by Comcast Cablevision (Cingular Inc.).

Mr. Sato made his debut as a soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra at
the age of ten, and has since appeared with major orchestras
worldwide, such as Washington National Symphony, Minnesota
Orchestra, Seattle Symphony, St. Petersburg Symphony, Frankfurt
Radio, Bavarian Radio and Mariinsky Theater Orchestra among
others. Collaborations with many distinguished conductors have
enriched Mr. Sato’s musical experience. They include Myung-Whun
Chung, Alexander Dmitrijew, Valery Gerghiev and Christopher
Hogwood to only name a few.

This summer, Mr. Sato completed his first recording project and
recorded “Six Sonatas for Solo Violin” by Eugene Y saye with Nami
Records, Japan.

Mr. Sato performs on the Stradivarius 1725 violin “Wilhelmj” on loan
from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Takashi Sato (piano)

Born in 1983 in Akita, Japan, Mr. Takashi Sato received his first
piano lessons at the age of four.

In 1993, Mr. Sato won the grand prize at the 8" Akita Prefecture Piano
Competition. Since then, he has been the first-prize winner of
numerous piano competitions in Japan including the 70" Japan
National Music Competition in 2001. In 2004, Mr. Sato received the
30" Frederic Chopin Society of Japan Award.

In 2003, Mr. Sato was chosen as the soloist for the UK tour of Tokyo
Geidai Symphonia. In the same year, he made recital debuts in Tokyo
and several other cities in Japan. Mr. Sato has played with orchestras
including Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Central Aichi
Symphony Orchestra and Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra.

At present, Mr. Sato is studying under Professor Katsumi Ueda at the
Tokyo Nationa University of Fine Artsand Music.
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The name of this violin is derived from a renowned German violinist
August Wilhelmj (1845-1908), who came to possess thisinstrument in
1866. This violin was Wilhelmj's favorite among many precious
violins he owned. However, after 30 years of playing this instrument,
Wilhelmj passed it on to his pupil as he made the decision to “quit
when at my best”.
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