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Thank you very much for attending “ Arabella Steinbacher Recital”
this evening.

Nippon Music Foundation celebrated its 30th Anniversary in 2004,
and more than 10 years have passed since we started the “Acquisition
and Loan of Stringed Instruments’ project, one of the Foundation’s
main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come to own 18
Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of the world
cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments for future
generations and loans them gratis to young promising musicians
regardless of their nationalities.

Stradivarius 1736 violin “Muntz” has been on loan to Ms. Arabella
Steinbacher since 2005. Born in Munich to a German father and a
Japanese mother, Ms. Steinbacher studied with Ana Chumachenco,
Professor of the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich,
becoming her youngest student at the age of nine. Further musical
inspiration and guidance was provided by the great violinist Ivry
Gitlis. In 2000 Ms. Steinbacher won Joseph Joachim Violin
Competition in Hannover. Since then she has performed with world-
renowned orchestras.

The pianist Mr. Robert Kulek was born in Latvia. In 2002 he
participated in a concert tour of South Korea with the famed violinist
Kyung Wha Chung, which testified his artistry. Currently he resides
in the United States and presents concerts throughout the States and
Europe.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.

M akoto K obayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation
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Edvard Grieg
(1843-1907)
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Violin Sonata No.3in C minor, Op.45
(1887)

I Allegro molto ed appassionato
I Allegretto espressivo alla Romanza
11 Allegro animato
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Grieg is known for incorporating a strong nationalistic style in his
composition. Grieg at first wrote in German Romanticism, but after
1864, when the composer Richard Nordraak (1842-65) introduced
him to Norwegian folk music, he turned to the heritage of his own
country. Grieg wrote only three sonatas for violin. The third Violin
Sonata in C minor, Op. 45, completed while Grieg was living in
Troldhaugen in 1887, was built on Norwegian folk melodies and
rhythms. It remains the most popular of the three works. It was also
Grieg's favorite piece. The sonata was premiered in Leipzig in 1888
with a well-known violinist Adolf Brodsky and Grieg himself at the
piano.
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Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

TrAF) Sy E3FH =M EM 108
Violin Sonata No.3in D minor, Op.108
(1888)

I Allegro

I Adagio

1l Un poco presto e con sentimento
IV Presto agitato
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A nineteenth-century German composer, Johannes Brahms is regarded
as one of the greatest masters of the Romantic music. Classical form
and Romanticism coexist in his works. Sonata in D minor, Op.108,
dedicated to a German conductor Hans von Bulow, is the fruit of his
happy moments on the banks of Lake Thun, Switzerland. The D minor
Sonata is distinctive from Brahms' two other violin sonatas by having
four movements, and full of contrasts within the individual
movements. It is almost as though Brahms meant the work to be
performed in alarger venue like a concert hall, rather than in a salon.
This sonata was first performed in December 1888 in Budapest by a
Hungarian violinist Jend Hubay with Brahms at the piano.
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Maurice Ravel
(1875-1937)
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Tzigane
(1924)
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Maurice Ravel, a composer and pianist, is considered as a great
French musical Impressionist, along with Debussy. He was influenced
by the music of Russia, Spain and the jazz music of the United States.
As stated by Ravel himself, he had never written a piece without any
influence by Edvard Grieg. The word “tzigane” is French for “gypsy”,
reflecting the powerful gypsy tunes which are found in this lively
work. Tzigane is a work derived from Ravel’s interest in the gypsies
and in Hungarian culture. He also incorporated as many technical
challenges as he could devise for the violinists. It was dedicated to the
Hungarian violinist Jelly d'Aranyi, and was first performed by her in
Paris in 1924. She is a great-niece of the legendary violinist Josef
Joachim. The original composition was for a violin and piano, but
later in 1924 Ravel made aversion for aviolin and orchestra.
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Arabella Steinbacher (violin)

Born in Munich to a German father and a Japanese mother, Arabella
Steinbacher began violin lessons at the age of three. She went on to
study with Ana Chumachenco, Professor of the University of Music
and Performing Arts Munich, becoming her youngest student at the
age of nine. Further musical inspiration and guidance was provided by
the vialinist Ivry Gitlis. To the present day she still maintains a close
personal relationship to Ana Chumachenco and her mentor Ivry Gitlis.

Steinbacher was the winner of the 2000 Joseph Joachim Violin
Competition in Hannover. In the same year she was given a
scholarship by the Anne-Sophie Mutter Foundation. Anne-Sophie
Mutter has also supported and promoted her personally.

As a soloist Steinbacher has performed with distinguished conductors
such as Sir Colin Davis, Vladimir Fedseyev, Valery Gergiev, Sir
Neville Marriner, Riccardo Muti and Seiji Ozawa.

As one of the most sought-after young violinists, she has been asked
to perform again in Japan in 2007.

Steinbacher’ s recordings are the Aram Khatchaturian Violin Concerto
with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra under Sakari
Oramo (2004) and the Darius Milhaud Violin Concertos with the
Munich Radio Orchestra under Pinchas Steinberg (2005). This most
recent recording received German Critics Recording Prize.

Arabella Steinbacher performs on the Stradivarius 1736 “Muntz”
violin on loan from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Robert Kulek (piano)

Robert Kulek, born in Latvia, was a top prize winner at the 1994
Vittorio Gui International Chamber Music Competition in Florence.
Kulek holds a degree of piano performance from Yale University
where he studied with Claude Frank and Boris Berman, and now he
resides in the United States. He has performed concerts throughout
Europe and the United States in such cities as London, Paris, San
Francisco and New Y ork City. He has also performed with the Berlin
Philharmonic and Concertgebouw Amsterdam. In 2002 Robert Kulek
successfully completed an extensive tour of South Korea with the
famed violinist Kyung Wha Chung.

He has released CDs in collaboration with a cellist Daniel Muller-
Schott; sonatas by Franck, Debussy and Poulenc in May 2002, and
Schumann’s works for cello and piano in January 2005.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1736 violin “Muntz”
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The label attached to this instrument bears an Italian inscription,
"d'anni 92 (92 years old)", handwritten by Stradivari himself. It has a
first class reputation for its excellent condition and tonal quality. This
violin takes its name from a famous collector and amateur violinist,
H.M.Muntz of Birmingham, England, who owned this violin in the
late 1800s. Thisis one of the last instruments made by Stradivari, who
diedin 1737.
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I nstruments Owned by Nippon Music Foundation

Antonio Stradivarius“ Paganini Quartet ”
(N =—= - ZolFv ]
1680 violin, 1727 violin, 1731 viola, 1736 cello

Antonio Stradivarius Violin
1700 “Dragonetti” [ K5 T4 v 5 1 ]
1702 “Lord Newlands’ [@—F - =a2—35 ¥ X
1708 “Huggins’ [/¥ ¥ X |
1709 “Engleman” [ 7 V= v |
1710 “ Camposelice” 4 v Kt —F = |
1714 “Dolphin® TV 7 1 ~ |
1715 “Joachim” [3 7 & A ]
1716 “Booth” [7— A |
1717 “ Sasserno” [#t v/ ]
1722 “Jupiter” [¥ 2 ¥ % — |
1725 “Wilhelmj” 7 4 v ~)L 3 |
1736 “Muntz” [2 > |

Antonio Stradivarius Cello
1696 “Lord Aylesford” [H—F - 74 L A7+ —F]
1730 “Feuermann” [ 7+ 4 7~ ]

Guarneri del Gesu Violin
1736 “Muntz” [& > ]
1740“ Ysaye’ [4 41 |
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